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produced above, is an original oil painting on 
wood by Lucas Cranach, the elder, founder 
of the Saxon School of the German Renais- 
sance. It is an unusually well preserved ex- 
ample of his brighter manner, with a har- 
monious color scheme, and a composition 
somewhat similar to that of his painting of 
the same subject in the Royal Gallery at 
Dresden. 

The subject is Christ's agony in the 
garden. While the Master, kneeling on the 
hillside, is earnestly praying that the bitter 
cup may pass from him, and the traitor 
Judas is bringing on him his enemies through 
the gate in the middle distance, the three 
weary disciples filling the foreground at the 
foot of the hill are sound asleep. Peter, the 
middle figure, seems to have troubled dreams; 
but all troubles are buried in oblivion for 
James and John. The bitter draught is 
curiously represented by the large cross which 
the angel is holding in the small cup. 

The second acquisition is a rare old Flem- 
ish tapestry, of sacred subjects, in a sort of 
tryptich, of which a particular description 
must be deferred. 



WOMEN'S GIFTS 

The recent valuable gifts to the collections 
from the ladies' society of The Antiquarians 
of a picture by Cranach and a Flemish tapes- 
try, call attention again to the part which 
women have had in building up the collec- 
tions. 

The first important gift to the collections 
was the fund given in i$86 by Mrs. A. M. 
H.- Ellis, from which the extensive collection 
of plaster reproductions of sculpture has 
mostly been purchased. Later ' Mrs. Ellis 
made important gifts to the library. Mrs. 



E. H. Stickney, after presenting a marble 
statue, a collection of engravings and the four 
great bronze electroliers at the entrance, be- 
queathed $ 7 5,000, from the interest of which 
have already been bought paintings by Whist- 
ler, Corot, Simon, Brangwyn, Elliott and 
Fantin-Latour. The Elizabeth Hammond 
Stickney Room was fitted up in her honor 
by Mr. and Mrs. C. H. McCormick. In 
1893 Mrs. Henry Field placed the noble 
collection of Barbizon paintings, constituting 
the Field Collection, in the Art Institute, and 
fitted up a gallery with marble, mosaic and 
stained glass for its reception. Mrs. Field 
also presented the great bronze lions at the 
entrance. In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. S. M. 
Nickerson transferred their rare collections of 
jades, oriental objects and paintings to the In- 
stitute and decorated two galleries for them 
with similar richness. In 1903 Mrs. T. B. 
Blackstone added $50,000 to her husband's 
bequest of $25,000 to establish the Black- 
stone Collection of Architectural Casts. 
The society of the Antiquarians has at 
various times presented textiles and other ob- 
jects of art to the value of over $40,000. 
The bequest of Mrs. Catherine M. White of 
Evanston has yielded about $165,000. 
Gifts of paintings, statues, books, decorative 
objects, scholarships, etc., have been made 
by Mrs. Culver, Miss Adams, Mrs. Balcom, 
Mrs. P. H. Smith, Mrs. Geo. T. Smith, 
Miss Bartol, Miss Watson, Mrs. Blaine, 
Mrs. Chalmers, Miss Hill, Mrs. Singer, the 
Woman's Club, the Arche Club and many 
other ladies and organizations of ladies. The 
aggregate value of these gifts of women is es- 
timated at more than $600,000, and it ap- 
pears that while the building has been pro- 
vided chiefly, though not wholly, by the sub- 
scriptions' of men, a very large proportion of 
the collection is the gift of women. 



